BETWEEN HfiBERTISTS AND DANTONISTS
and on this rock he foundered. There is ample evidence
to the effect that the failure of the Committees to enforce
the Laws of Ventose and their misuse of the Law of
Prairial were principally responsible for the quarrel
between Maximilien and his colleagues, which led to
his overthrow. The amazing sanguinary legend so long
attached to his name is now recognized by all serious
historians to have no basis in fact. He condemned all
wanton use of the Terror, all indiscriminate slaughter,
all private and public vengeance. He condemned Coilot
d'Herbois' fusillades as he would have condemned
Thiers'. He hated the bloody proconsuls who made of
what he conceived as an instrument of justice and social
transformation, imposed by necessity, an instrument of
murder. We have Napoleon's testimony to the effect
that while in the Alpes Maritimes he saw numerous
letters from Maximilien to his brother, in which he
said that the proconsuls by their senseless cruelty would
wreck the Republic. He spoke of them as "scoundrels
gorged with blood and rapine". He was instrumental
in recalling Carrier, Tallien, Freron, Barras.
He seems to have envisaged his task as not unlike
that of a military commander. "This frightful war", he
said, "which liberty is waging against tyranny, is it
not one and indivisible? The enemies within, are they
not the allies of those without?" If one argued that
innocents were caught in the meshes of the Terror, he
replied that everything possible should be done to
prevent this, but that the soldiers who died at the front
were likewise innocent. Yet he was merciful, as a soldier
can be merciful. It is not surprising that at the news of
his death (before it became evident that the reaction
which had set in would make continuation of the Red
Terror impossible) consternation reigned in the prisons,
"Our woes are not yet ended, since we still have rela-
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